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BSA Information Sessions

Purpose: To build understanding of the steps involved in establishing a biodiversity
stewardship agreement (BSA) and key stakeholders involved in the process.

This includes landholders, their trusted advisors, key professionals and entities
required to provide information or consent.

The information session will:

Provide information to assist landholders identify if a BSA is an opportunity for
their land

Explain the benefits and risks of establishing a BSA

Explain the steps to establishing a BSA

Explain which stakeholders are involved and in what way

The on-going management and obligations associated with a BSA
Identify and address barriers to participation
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What does the BCT do?

The strategic goals of the Biodiversity Conservation Trust are to:

» Encourage landowners to enter agreements to conserve biodiversity and
support productive landscapes

» Deliver a strategic biodiversity offsetting service

« Support our landholders to conserve biodiversity on their land

* Promote public knowledge, appreciations and understanding of the value
of biodiversity conservation

* Invest in our people to build an engaged, professional, customer-oriented

high-performing organisation, focused on achieving the BCT’s purpose
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What is the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme (BOS) ?

About the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme AL RS

Biodiversity Offsets

Scheme
The Biodiversity Offsets Scheme (BOS) was established under
the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016. ' T
The Biodiversity Offsets Scheme is the framework for offsetting S L @ “"— e
unavoidable impacts on biodiversity from development with e -~
biodiversity gains through landholder stewardship agreements. 8 @ el Y
Comprehensive resources on the NSW Biodiversity Offset e m— e
Scheme available online: a

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO DO?

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and- e ][R ] Need hel?
plants/biodiversity-offsets-scheme - =l
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What is the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme (BOS) ?

« Developer impacts on biodiversity can be offset by the e
purchase and/or retirement of biodiversity credits or payment ,i‘
to the Biodiversity Conservation Fund. -

Biodiversity Offsets Scheme support

Use our form if you need support o rmation about the Bicdiversity
feadback

]

L]

= Offsets Scheme. You can also use it 1o send us your fes
m Need help?

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

« Use the biodiversity offsets scheme enquiry form if you have
a question about any aspect of the NSW Biodiversity Offsets

Biodiversity Offsets Scheme enquiry

Scheme form

*  https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and- _—
plants/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/about-the-biodiversity-
offsets-scheme/biodiversity-offsets-scheme-support | .

uuuuuuuuuuu
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Conservation &
Stewardship Agreement -
differences

Conservation Agreements

« Voluntary — can be termed or in perpetuity

« Funded — through a tender or fixed price offer
« Offset as condition of consent

« Can be extinguished to enter into a BSA

Stewardship (and Biobank) Agreements

« Biodiversity credits generated from the site

* In-perpetuity

« Funds from the sale of credits (or payment by agreement holder)
go towards implementing management actions

Biodiversity Conservation Trust | Protecting biodiversity. Bringing benefits to landholders. 6



Agreement Types - BCT website

UNDERSTANDING YOUR OPTIONS —

I already have an agreement

| don't have an agreement

Do you have biodiversity ¢plants, animals, habitat, etc) that you would like support to protect and enhance?

f  —

No
Yes No How would I find out?

+ Management
actions are
recommended

- Grantsofupto

$2K/yr for 3 yrsare

| Find out more at:

No

Contact Land for
wiidiife or your

Look for future BT local councll for
opportunities on our other conservation
website or soclal § s el mechanisms or
Conservation tenders are media or consider a As the landholder you need to the gov. + Minimum size and consider a wiidlife
‘offered for a limited time types of biodiversity credits you might have Zpply-voluntary- condition criteria refuge agreement.
_ voluntary conservation : t ge ag .
within a target area and ' and the potential markets. agreement i
eligibility criteria apply. agreemen Asthelandhoideryouare responsible for | oo o EemernE Land for wildife:

Fixed price offer
expressions of interest are

www.bct nsw.gov.au

actively managing the agreement site to
achieve the required biodiversity gain.

$I5K/yr for 3 yrsare

always open within specific f @nNswacT ol out mere at: Find out more at:
Priority Investment Area, in Biodiversity www.environment nsw.gov.au/topics/ - wwwhectnsw.

ind out more at:

- wwwhctnswaovau/cards/ |
apply-funded-agreement

Conservation Trust

anim; it frsots-
h t-obligations-and-credit-trading

www.bct.nsw.gov.au/cards/sell-

gov.au/cards/

available i

agreement

www.Ifwseg.org.au

Grants up to $2K/yr for 3 yrs
avallable

Grants up to $15K/yr for 3 yrs
avallable

No grants avallable, however
sltes recelve annual
management payments

No grants avallable but annual

UNDERSTANDING YOUR OPTIONS —

1already have an agreement
(from page 1)

L1 11

'management payments occur
once site becomes ‘active’

adapting to a different type of agreement?
Find out more at www.bct.nsw.gov.au
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Grants up to $2K/yr for 3 yrs
avallable

Grants up to $8K/yr for 3 yrs
avallable

Grants up to $15K/yr for 3 yrs
avallable

Grants up to $15K/yr for 3 yrs
avallable

Grants up to $15K/yr for 3 yrs
avallable

No grants avallable but annual
management payments occur
once site becomes ‘active’

NSwW
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Accredited Assessors

* Find an accredited assessor who can
assist you to get involved in the NSW R = ——
Biodiversity Offset Scheme by applying the ,

biodiversity assessment method. — o e e L

Accreditation Scheme for the Application of ths Elodiveralty Asssssmeant Method
Ordsr 2017 {FOF 353KB|ie

* https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topi e B | M
cs/animals-and-plants/biodiversity-offsets- — g iy

scheme/accredited-assessors ¢ S e et e

= Agsgasor questions and answers

o Acoredited saseooor: Blodiversity Offsets Scheme
support

When do you need an accredited assessor?

¥ SessT ¥ When does the
Blodiversity Offasts Scheme Appiy?. Fue 3 . g into a B

4 ¥ Blodlversity Coneervation Trust
Find an accredited assessor

Avoess the reginter
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Is there a market for my credits?

Home Topics v

Biodiversity Offsets Scheme Topios > ata > Bicdiveraity
» Offaet obligetiono and oredito trading
he Biodiversity Offosts Scheme

[~ | support

Ragearch & publicstions v Funding & support v Licences & parmitz v Aboutus v

= Offset obligations and credits trading Need help?

Use or

@  The Biodiversity Offset Scheme creates a biodiversity credits market, providing
B

Incentives to protect blodiversity values for future generations.

v

Find out more:
= Generating offests obligations

= Offzstrulss
n Credit trading - buying. seling and retiing BOS credits
[+ | = Payrment o e Blodiversity Consarvation Funde

» Total Fund Daposlt

= Spot Markst Prica Indexz

| = Applying for an 3seezsment of raasonable squivalence i you hve BoBkrg
Riigetons or credits

= Public Raglaters

[ | = Broksrs
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= Generating credits and protscting land

v (] (]

V=il Blodiversity Offsets Schams
aupport.

Q

News & medis

Blodiversity Offsets Scheme

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/top

ics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity-

offsets-scheme/offset-obligations-and-

credit-trading
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What is a BSA?

A BSA s a legal agreement between the
legal owner of the land and the Minister
administering the BC Act, to establish a
biodiversity stewardship site for the
purpose of generating biodiversity credits
under the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme
(BOS).

A BSA is registered on the title of the land
In-perpetuity

These credits are then available to the
market for purchase by developers,
landholders or the BCT to offset the
impacts of development or clearing.

Biodiversity Conservation Trust | Protecting biodiversity. Bringing benefits to landholders.
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existing
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by predicted
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Vegetation integrity score

Biodiversity BiOd iverSity Gain {lj“!}

Conservation
Trust

Landholder Site

Benchmarks are defined for
each PCT.

Credits generated when we

move towards benchmarks

Management
plan

Existing vegetation

GOVERNMENT

Management Plan

- Fire Management

- Grazing management

- Native Vegetation management

- Threatened sp. Habitat management
- Hydrology management

- Management of human disturbance
- Integrated feral pest control

- Integrated weed management

- Control of High Threat exotic Plants

Cost = Part A or TFD (Total Fund Deposit)



BSA Landh0|del’ GU'de (page 8)

m erate 1Igh improvemen
Blodiversity
values before ik kbl

management
Current state
]
values

‘. w
- v v v
v“:J:.y.,‘d'

No BSA BSA In passive BSA in active BSA in active

management management management
'#3,";?33,%2,";5’;‘ Increasing management effort ($)
values

Figure 2: Biodiversity credits are generated for the avoidance of potential loss to biodiversity (that would likely occur in the
absence of management) and the expected improvement in biodiversity values with increasing management.

Biodiversity Conservation Trust | Protecting biodiversity. Bringing benefits to landholders.
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Total Fund Deposit

* The cost (present value) of implementing the
management actions required to achieve the
biodiversity gain.

Eg $800,000
Total value of credits generated = $1.5 million

* When credits are sold, TFD must be paid to the
BCT eg $1 million of credits sold
- $800,000 to BCT
-+ $200,000 retained by landholder
* Once TFD paid to 100%, annual management

payments commence and site begins active
management.

Biodiversity Conservation Trust | Protecting biodiversity. Bringing benefits to landholders.

Green waste
removal
Contingency cost
i »
Weed control Weed control
Wi | Green waste
Gl t con:':gtg‘:tl‘att':aur removal Weed control contractor labour materials
reen waste

materials

removal

Weed control

Weed control contractor labour

materials

Contractor

installation labour Fence and'sate

materials

5 yearly plot

bl Insurance
monitering

5 yearly management
plan review and
variation

Project
management Annual site
costs monitoring
and reporting

preparation

Fence
materials

Waste removal and
disposal

Contractor
installation labour
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Steps in a BSA (see

BIODIVERSITY
STEWARDSHIP

Understanding the process of setting up a biodiversity stewardship

agreement (BSA)

STEP 1. EXPLORE

Start a conversation
‘Your first step is to contact
the Blodiversity Conservation
Trust to find cut more about
aur programs and whether
a BSA s right for you and
your property. Before
contacting us, read through
the BSA Landholder Guide
on our website and prepare
your questions in advance.
We'll discuss your options

Carry outa

cost-effective
assessment of your
property by a suitably
qualified person before
committing to a full
blodiversity assessment
They'll estimate the
blediversity credits
your property might

This is a quick and .

A suitably qualified
jperson can give you a
detailed assessment to
help you determine how
wviable your land is fora
BSA and whether =
is likely to be a market
for your biodiversity
credits,

and answer any questions. generate.
‘Conskder submitting an
expression of interest

STEP 2. APPLY

Site assessment
If your site is suitable for a BSA. you'll need to

engage a sultably qualified person to apply the
biodiversity assessment method. This person,
referred to as an accredited assessor calculates
the number and type of biodiversity credits that
can be generated at your site. Theyll work with
you to develop a management plan and can
oversee the involvement of other suitably qualified
to identify costs, the
sum of which will make up the total fund deposit.

Submit your BSA application Site visit Make any
application review ‘we'll arrange required
You then we'll confirm a site visit by amendments
submit your wour application one of our staff to your
B854 application Iz complete and to validate the application
and assoclated meets eliglbility number and type we'll work with
dacuments via requirements. of blodiversity you and your
the I credits, the
Offsets and we'll put your proposed assessor to
reements application on management
:ganagement h’a;::l‘ until we have plan and the firgilise: the: BSA.
System all the necessary caleulated
(BOAMS) and documents. managemeant
pay your fee. costs.
bet.nsw.gov.au ﬁ
emall: info@bct.nsw.gov.au | phone: 1300 992 658

faNswBCT W ascT_NSwW

Dot
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BSA infographic on website)

BIODIVERSITY STEWARDSHIP

STEP 3. ESTABLISH

MAccept, sign and register
Once the application is approved, we'll draft the agreement and send it to you for signing. We'll
then sign the agreement and arrange for it to be molsmmd at NSW Land Registry Services. This

adds details to the title of your land. Once the ity credits are
issued to you.
STEP 4. MANAGE
Management actions
Once the BSA you are ible for the agreed actions to manage your
land.
Biodiversity credits sold and total Annual management payments and
fund deposit paid reporting
It's important that you are able to sell your Annual management payments are made
credits. Onee enough credits are sold to to you according to the agreed schedule
«cover the cost of the total fund deposit, in your BSA. You'll need to complete and
your site becomes active and annual submit a report each year showing how
The you are meeting your obligations under the
proceeds of any further credit sales are agreement. The BCT will conduct an annual
retained by the credit owner. site audit to review progress and provide
support.
IMPORTANT CONCEPTS
Biodiversity credits Total fund deposit
Blodiversity credits are generated when you Your total fund deposit (TFD) is the present
establish a BSA. There are two groups of wvalue of all yuur blndlveulry_\mrd!rbme
blodiversity credits: specles credits and costs as
credits. Biodiversity credits represent the outlined in your mmqememplan.
SR "‘a‘ It Is the amount you will need to pay into the
will result from ol e Et

and
Fund,
blodiversity stewardship site. 'I'hemnherand e e e G e e
T oL by a of your credits before you receive your
BSA vary depending un the type and condition first annual
of the vegetation. threatened species present and
how your land will be managed to improve its

you may choose to pay yeur TFD up frant and

biodiversity. e
Accredited assessor

An accredited assessor ks a suitably qualified person who is to apply the
assessment method.

FIND OUT MORE

+ Go online to access comprehensive resources on the NSW Blodiversity Offset Scheme.

«  Use the blodiversity offsets scheme enguiry form If you have a question about any aspect of the NSW
Biodiversity Offsets Schema.

Find an acoredited assessor who can assist you to get involved in the NSW Blodiversity Offset Scheme
by applying the biodiversity assessment method.

Bet nsw.gov.au m
email: infoiet nsw.gov.au | phone: 1300 992 658
FENSWECT W BCT_NSW NSW
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Step 1: Explore

- Read the appropriate material:
« BCT BSA Landholder Guide
« BSA Infographic
« Guide to Submitting a BSA
 Engaging an Accredited
Assessor
 Further useful information for you
the landholder (see website)
« Feasibility
* Business Case

- Start a conversation

What are the benefits of a BSA for me and my family?

* Financial (permanent) Q
» Biodiversity gain
» Leaving a legacy and contributing to a protected area

network

What are the risks and obligations of a BSA?

* In perpetuity = permanent obligations

« Management actions and reporting

* Purchase land when site is in passive management (potentially negotiate
that TFD be paid if site not active); original landholder continues to hold the
credits unless negotiated otherwise

» Passive (no payments but obligations to maintain and submit reports) vs
active

Is my site eligible to enter into a BSA? —understand titles and additionality (see
Supporting Documents Guide).

What is the role of an accredited assessor (AA) and where do | find one?

What are the estimated timeframes for preparing a BSA application?
+ TalktoAA

What type of biodiversity credits could be generated from the proposed BSA
site? Is there a market for these types of credits?
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity-offsets-
scheme/offset-obligations-and-credit-trading

Biodiversity Conservation Trust | Protecting biodiversity. Bringing benefits to landholders.
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Additionality

(BSA supporting doc guide p20)

Land with existing conservation obligations may be eligible for a BSA. However, the number of credits
generated are reduced depending on the management actions that the landholder is already obliged to
perform under the existing obligation.

Percentage reductions for existing conservation obligations are outlined in Table 10 and Table 11 of the
Biodiversity Assessment Method.

Existing conservation obligations can be listed as encumbrances on the second schedule the Certificate of

Title.

Existing conservation obligations include:

Property Vegetation Plans

s77A Crown Lands Act 1989 restriction

Existing Conservation Agreements,

Nature Conservation Trust Agreements and Wildlife Refuges

Other relevant dealings which impose or restrict the use of the land to protect the environment, natural resources or
other relevant values

Plans of management
Indigenous Protected Areas

Biodiversity Conservation Trust | Protecting biodiversity. Bringing benefits to landholders. 17



Engaging an Accredited Assessor

* An ecological consultant,
» Accredited to apply the biodiversity assessment method (BAM),

- Charge a fee.

Undertake or oversee the following application components:

* vegetation and threatened species assessments in accordance with the
BAM

 a biodiversity stewardship site assessment report (BSSAR)

* correct calculation of the credits generated at the site using the BAM
calculator (BAM-C)

+ production of maps that accurately indicate the site boundary, credit
generating areas and management zones

+ costing management actions and completing the total fund deposit (TFD)

« submission of an eligible application including all supporting documents.

Biodiversity Conservation Trust | Protecting biodiversity. Bringing benefits to landholders. 18
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The responsibility of the accredited assessor is

to ensure that the BSA application is prepared

In accordance with the biodiversity assessment
methodology (BAM). They may undertake or oversee
the following application components:

vegetation and threatened species assessments in
accordance with the BAM

a blodiversity stewardship site assessment report
(BSSAR)

correct calculation of the credits generated at the
site using the BAM calculator (BAM-C)
production of maps that accurately indicate

the site boundary, credit-generating areas and
management zones

costing management actions and compieting the
total fund deposit (TFD)

submission of an eligible application including all
supporting documents.

How to find an accredited assessor
Engaging an accredited assessor Is ke contracting
any private consultant. You should consider it a
business arrangement and undertake the usual
checks and balances.

Speak to people in your local area who are
involved in the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme to
find out which accredited assessors or ecological
consultants have previous local experience. You
could talk to larger state-wide consultancies or
smaller local businesses. Ask the assessor what
locations they've worked in, if they've previously
submitted BSA applications to the BCT and If
they'd be comfortable to provide contact detalls
for landholders who've engaged them previously
(see yoww.environmeot.nsw.aov.autopics/

animals-and-plants/blodiversity-offsets-cchame/

emall: infoEbet nsw.govau | phene: 1300 992 688
fONSWBCT W HecT Nsw

An accredited assessor is a suitably qualified professional who can help you understand the suitability
of your site for a biodiversity stewardship agreement (8SA) and who will either prepare or oversee the
various rcqulraments of a B'\A application. They char.,e a fee for service

What are you engaging the accredited
assessor to do?

Consider enqaqmg an accredited assessor to

case as an initial step to assess your site’s
sultability and whether it is likely to be financially
viable as a BSA. For example, is there demand
for the type of blodiversity credits that will be
created? Is the value of the blodiversity credits
greater than the likely management costs?

Decide whether you want an accredited assessor
to prepare a full BSA application or whether you
are prepared to complete some steps yourself. The
assistance of other suitably qualified professionals
may be required. A BSA application comprises
a BSSAR, management costings and various
supporting documents as outlined in the Guide
to Submnmng a BSA (available at www bctnsw
arz ag). Preparing your BSA
aophcatlon is a significant undertaking and should
be planned and resourced carefully. Submitting an
incomplete application will mean your application
goes on hold until all outstanding documents are
submitted together at one time. See Section 4.5 of
the BSA landholder guide for more information.

Speak to your accredited assessor about the
potential presence of threatened species, and
whether creating credits for these species is likely
to be financially beneficial. It’s best to do this
before committing to pay for threatened specles
surveys.

Biodiversity Conservation Trust |
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Biodiveérsity

-Conservation
Trust

Be aware that there may be additional assessment costs
for you If the financial arrangement you have with your
accredited assessor only covers the preparation and
submission of the BSA application. Following a review of
the application, the BCT will provide written feedback to
the landowner and accredited assessor on the application’s
completeness and whether the Blodiversity Assessment
Method (BAM) has been appropriately applied. Further
work may be required to be undertaken by the accredited
assessor to address issues raised in the BCT's feedback. The
BCT strongly recommends the accredited assessor attends
the BAM review site visit and allocates time to respond
appropriately to BCT feedback and to making any required
amendments.

Additional information

Ensure that you and your land are eligible for the
establishment of a BSA prior to engaging an accredited
assessor to prepare a BSSAR. This Is a significant financial
commitment. See Section 4.1 of the BSA landholder guide for
more information.

The BCT will include the landholder and accredited assessor
in all communications during the application review process
unless otherwise instructed.

Ensure that the accredited assessor provides you with a copy
of all documentation used to prepare the BSSAR once your
finalised application is approved. These documents, which will
Iinclude vegetation survey data and threatened species survey
results, could be useful if you, or future landholders decide to
expand the existing stewardship site.

Use the biodiversity offsets scheme enquiry form If
you have a question about any aspect of the NSW :
Blodiversity Offsets Scheme. .

Go online to access comprehensive resources on the .
NSW Biodiversity Offset Scheme.

Find an georedited assessor who can assist you to get
involved in the NSW Blodiversity Offset Scheme by .
applying the blodiversity assessment method.

bet.nsw.gov.au

email: info@bet.nsw.gov.au | phona: 1300 892 688
fansWBCT W HacT NSwW

accreditéd asseéébr

Please note:

A BSA application must be
prepared in accordance with BAM
2020, Operational Manuals 1and
3 and any relevant BCT guidelines
(see BCT website), relevant
Department of Planning, Industry
and Environment (DPIE) threatened
specles survey guidelines and BAM
assessor updates (see accredited
assessor resources on the DPIE.
website).
This document should be read
In consultation with the Guide
to Submitting a BSA (avallable
at wwwhbct.nswgovay/genaral:
resources).
The accredited assessor should
refer to all BCT guidance and use
the most up to date templates

lable on the BCT websi

Accredited assessors have
access to BOAMS as part of their
accreditation.

Accredited assessors are
accredited under the Biodiversity
Offsets Scheme to apply the BAM.
Tasks such as the preparation

of business cases, feasibility
assessments and the costing of
management actions are beyond
the scope of the BAM accreditation.
Accredited assessors are bound
by a code of conduct and DPIE
has a complaints handling process
In relation to the conduct of
accredited assessors.




Step 2: Apply for a BSA
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Guide to submitting a
biodiversity stewardship

- »
.

About biodiversity stewardship agreements

Biodiversity stewardship agreements (BSAs) are in-perpetuity agreements covering a specific

site on your property. They are registered on your property's title with obligations for current

and future landholders. Biodiversity credits, derived from the biodiversity and threatened species
habitat present on your site, are generated. You can sell your biodiversity credits to any interested
party. Biodiversity credits sold to developers are used to offset the impacts of approved
development elsewhere

Once sufficient credits are sold, landholders receive ongoing

annual management payments in return for carrying out agreed . This guide will outline the steps in
annual management actions. A BSA may be an option for you if : the BSA application process and
you: + things you will need to consider in
have native vegetation or threatened species habitat that is : the four key stages of creating a
being cleared elsewhere : BSA
wish to receive an alternative income stream that comes from : - Explore
managing your land for conservation purposes. i 2. Apply
A blodiversity stewardship site Is an agreed area of your land : 3. Establish
from which blodiversity credits are generated. This land will be . 4. Manage.
bound by the terms of the BSA which clearly defines the areaand :
management obligations of the biodiversity stewardship site * Key acronyms explained on page 8.

bet.nsw.gov.au

email: info@bct.nsw.gov.au | phone: 1300 992 688
fanswacT WascT nsw

Protecting biodiversity. Bringing benefits to landholders.

Biodiversity stewardship
agreement

Biodiversity
Conservation

Trust May 2021
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Flowchart

application
review
process

o Y T TN T

EsarsaramramEan

Understanding the applicatlon review and establlshment process

BCT

Landholder or accredited assessor

@ Completeness check

BCT checks that the application Is
complete and requests any outstanding
documentation If necessary.

@El Eligibility review

@E BCT confirms the applicant and their
slta are eligible for a BSA. If required,
BCT requests additicnal information
from landholder and accredited
as5e5501.

@ BAM review
Desktop review.

Site visit.

@ Feedback
BCT sends feedback to landholder and

accredited assessor.

Drafting phase
Agreement Is drafted.

Comprehensive quality assurance checks

are undertaken.

' 4 Agreement

C.J BCT sends agreement to landholder for
signature.

@ Execution
Execution of agreement by BCT CEO.

Registration

Registration at NSW Land Registry
Services and credits lssued.

Key acronyms

BAM - Biodiversity Assessment Methodology
BAM-C - Biodiversity Assessment Method Calculator
BCT - Biodiversity Conservation Trust

BOAMS - Biodiversity Offset and Agreements
Management System

T B I I B o I I S T T T E P I R e

+

Application submitted [%
Application submitted via the Blodiversity 2

Offsets and Agreement Management
System (BOAMS) and fee Is paid.

(EEAEEEREENRLENEEREEENEEEEEEIEE LR EREREERE XN
Landholder and accredited assessor upload
outstanding supporting documentation If
required.

M
Landholder and accredited assessor make

agreed changes and upload amended
documents.

e e e R R TR R At RN
Landhclder and accredited assessor upload
satisfactory feedback response and amended
documentation.

s e Bt A ARt A AR rAR P I AR A AR P A AR A AR r AR

Landholder returns signed agreement.

Key
o-- Landhaolder /

accredited assessor
= BCT

BSA - Biodiversity Stewardship Agreement

BSS5SAR - Biodiversity Stewardship Site Assessment Report
DPIE - Department of Planning. Industry and Environment
PCT - Plant Community Type

TFD - Total Fund Deposit

rrrTrerTITRITETOYY
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Step 3: Establish a BSA

- Parties sign the agreement
. Slgnlng package
Final Agreement and signing guidance
« Estimated market value of biodiversity credits
« Abstract
* Nominated Bank Account form
« 13 NP (required for NSW Land Registry Service)
« Public register consent form

« Execution: signed by Chief Executive Officer of the BCT

* Registration at NSW Land Registry Service

Biodiversity Conservation Trust | Protecting biodiversity. Bringing benefits to landholders.
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Step 4: Manage a BSA

Passive management:
« Starts from the ‘agreement date’ (date agreement signed by the BCT CEO).
« Passive management actions have little or no cost and aim to maintain
existing condition of the site such as not removing fallen logs or clearing
vegetation

Active management:

« Commences once TFD has been satisfied through the sale or retirement of your
biodiversity credits and landholder has received first annual management
payment (AMP).

« The management actions are designed to achieve the required biodiversity gain
at the site.

« Some management actions are mandatory for every biodiversity stewardship site
such as controlling weeds and managing human disturbance. h

« Other management actions will be unique to the specific biodiversity values and :
management issues at your site.

; :

Annual Reporting and annual site audits — ongoing obligations X

Biodiversity Conservation Trust | Protecting biodiversity. Bringing benefits to landholders. 23



Offsets are legally binding

Offsets relate to a legally binding mechanism, not a voluntary one. Each case will differ in nature and the
encumbrance on the property may or may not affect the eligibility of the site for a BSA.

Examples of offsets could include:

« Listings placed on the title of the property through a Public Positive Covenant, such as the preparation and
implementation of a Vegetation Management Plan for the property.

« Requirement under a Voluntary Planning Agreement to protect, conserve and/or enhance biodiversity in any area
of the project site as compensation for impacts on biodiversity elsewhere on the project site.

* Requirements under a 10.7 (2) planning certificate (such as a tree preservation order) or listed under 10.7 (5) as
a requirement to manage biodiversity on the proposed

« Acurrent order issued through delegation under a relevant Act that directly or indirectly impacts the proposed
BSA area.

This information may be contained on the title of the property, recorded on the property file (ECM/TRIM etc), or contained within any
consent or VPA that is relevant to the property.

Biodiversity Conservation Trust | Protecting biodiversity. Bringing benefits to landholders. 24
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Stakeholders involved
in the process

Local Land Services

Local Government

Financial institutions

Accountants, Solicitors and Conveyancers

Trusted advisors — Landcare, Valuers, Real Estate Agents
Accredited Assessors/Ecological consultants

Landholders
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Landcare assistance

« Support for agreement holders — we can put them in touch with you
» Regional network opportunities

» Local knowledge sharing

« Knowledge of BCT programs & opportunities for landholders

Biodiversity Conservation Trust | Protecting biodiversity. Bringing benefits to landholders. 26



BSA Products

- BSA Landholder Guide: comprehensive
and in depth

- BCT Landholder Guide on Taxation Issues

* BSA Application Supporting documents
guide

* BSA Infographic

» Guide to submitting a BSA

- Engaging an Accredited assessor

* Guidelines and templates — see website

Biodiversity Conservation Trust | Protecting biodiversity. Bringing benefits to landholders.

Biodiversity stewardship
agreement
Landholder guide

Wik | Biodiversity
W | Conservation

o Trust

May 2021

BIODIVERSITY
STEWARDSHIP
AGREEMENTS =

Understanding the process of setting up a biodiversity stewardship
agreement (BSA)

STEP 1.

accredited assessor

)
Guide to submitting a
biodiversity stewardship
agreement application

About biodiversity stewardship agreements

Key acromyms explained on pege 8
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